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local entrepreneur ks rolling ont an

old favorite for the grand opening of

West Bend Mutual Insurance’s new
corporale headguarters, and nod everyone |5
excited about it

Crunter Weog, founder of LUS. Imagineer-
ng im West Bend, has reincarnated Lithia
Becr, which for decades had been a locally
brewed favorite among beer drinkers and
plans to dibut at the insuramce coOmpany’s
ribbon-cutting ceremony May B,

[ intended to brew a beer hased on high-
quality mineral water becausa it's good for
vour,™ Woog sabd, “The name “Lithia® implles
mineral-type water”

Chris George, brewmaster at Riverside
Brewery & Restaurant, developed a test
batch of the beer and s brewing it w0 delba
at the grand opening.

*A kot of peaple are interested 0 the By
and the taste,” Woog sald. “We've had over-
whelming favorable response that pesple are
very excited abowt it, that we're bringing
back the pride of West Bend and that sort of
thing.™

But Dorothy Walter of Eau Claire said
her family 15 not pleaged the beverage will
again e palatable for the masses. Walter
=aid her late hushand Charles and father-in-

“People are very
excited about it, that
we're bringing back
the pride of West Bend.”

= Guntar 'h'd'nng. Lifhid ownér

law el e Fam e brewing aof Lithia
Beer, which stopped producing In YWest Bend
in 1972 and altogether in 1886,

“They were the managers of 1, they werne
the ones who hired their poosd brewmas-
ters."” Walter said. “What he should have
o= is contiact my husband back in 199
iwhien Woog obtained the name), ™

"I was ups=ed. I'm ticked off about it —
that they would use the Lithia name,”
Walter sald. “My husband was stll] allve
when { Woogh applied for this right for the
Lithia name. | just Kind of think that it"s an
irsbt fo the iy do come out with all thiz
stufr

Woog said the Lithio Beer hod never been
registered with the povernment, and was
available becawse e pamee had ot been
used im trade in 30 vears.

“I'vee o thie name for quite o while,"
Wioog sakd. “1 n.-:girn::rl'-li thie name becaiae (i

BREWHAHA?

. Family not thrilled by Lithia’s return

has been abamdoned.”

Waong aaid his company formed a division
— Wesi Bend Brewing Company — to create
the beer and its patent attorneys could not
Mmd any record of reghstersd Lithia trade
marks. He said the company was irying to
set up a meeting with Walter

“Wie hawve every legal right (o do that,”
Woog sald, “If T had knowm they were
around, | would have contacted them."

The West Bend area still had some Lithis
enthusiasis who are excited to experience
the return of the beer, Woog said.

“I womld think it would be in the best
interesi of ihe community,™ Woog sald,

“It's not going be the same thing,” Walter
saidl. “It's mot going to be the same recipe.
That was onr hisiory Ddon't think anybosly
else has the right to say we should be all
excited because it's coming back to West
Bend,”

Brewing a batch of the new Lithia at
Kiverside, George said recipe information
e (o have blanks flled in aad scabed
dowm. Biverside did not have the capachty to
follow throongh with the protein rests used
im the original recipe, so he made adjust:
MemlE,

To emulate the original beer’s body, he
used pre-gelatinized floked onts instead of
fMuked corn orF de-perminated corn grifis in
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John BucholDaily Mows Siadl
Riverside Brewery brewmasier Chris George works on his version of Lithia Beer, a reincarnation of a locafly brewed favorite. The Lithia
name was purchased by local entrepreneur Gunter Woog, who is working with George on the brew, While Dorothy Walter, whose hus-
band used to produce Lithia in West Bend, said she's not thrilled with the beear's return, Woog said many are anxiously awailing a
chance to iry it
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Lithia: Recreating the recipe

the maszh, he sald. Base pilsen
malt amd corn as the main compo-
nents of the grist, he said.

“There was no specification as
to what kind of hops they were
using." George said.

Based on the German heritage
of the West Bend area, he declded
to use Perle and Hallertau hops,
in correct proportion to the 10
pounds Lithia Beer used fo brew
125-barrel batches. In conversa-
tions with Lithia enthusiasts.
they uniformily remembered the
hoppiness of the beer and carrled
on that style,

“Theere will be a distinet bitter-
neas b BE, but b won't b overpow-
ering.” George saicl

Woog =aid his company worked
with SF Labs In Milwaukee,
which has done a lot of work with
breweries over the years and ana-
byzedd Wesi Bend water for the pro-
ductlon of the beer. Woog =ald If
the first batches are successfual,
his eompany intendz (o contraset
brew the beer, distribute it locally
through Jeff's Spirits on Main
and on tap at Riverside,

“We've had a tasting there
already and the original formula
was # lot like Schlitz and Blatz
and that was kind of popular ai

On the Web

B For mare information on fha hisio-
ry ol the Waller brewing tmily, visit:
wrarw_falstafibrowing.com wallecs him.

B For more information about Lithis
Boor, visil; wasalithinboor.oom,

the G, ™ Woog sald, “We do have
samee of the original formulas and
we may bring those out later. We
also intend to brew the Old
Timers' Beer and the Christmas
Beer as well."

At one time, the extend Walter
family operated several brewerles
in Wisconsin as well as Pueblo,
Calo. Her husband was president
of the Walter Brewing Company
in Eau Claire, she said.

Walter said other parties inter-
ested in reviving brewery history
as a new brand., such as the
Walter Brewing Company in
Colorada, had contactod  her
Ultimately, she sald she was ot
against the use of the name, bt
preferred to be consilbed and was
Irritated she was nod in the case of
Lithia.

"1 was nod against them using
the mame They'll have o make
their own history,™ she said.



